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enjoy, as they deserve, a large degree of pub- 
lic confidence, and they were able to maintain: 
their credit through the crisis of last 
The interest commonly paid his béek Ve yer 
cent., the difference between the interest paid 
and the interest received constituting the rev- 
enue out of which current expenses are de- 
frayed. Such expenses consist of rent, sala- 
riés, contingent expenses, &c. Usually, how- 
ever, an accumulation takes place, which is 
expended in the erection of costly banking 
houses. The trustees are not allowed to re-. 
ceive any salary, yet there is no lack of capa- 
ble men to fill such posts, for aa pec 
‘money is wealth and power. « - 
A noticeable incident of savings banking is 
‘the accumulation of unclaimed . deposits. . It 
‘May seem strange that money. should go beg: 
‘ging, yetisuch is the-case, ‘Be : 
three millions of dollars. lie. thus, unclaimed: a 
‘and have Iain ‘so ‘long that" there is no prob-. 
ability that owners. will ever appear. “This 
large amount has been advertised for many 
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mL ody of Fin mH to-~ Be es hy: competent and constitutional jurisdiction be-. 
a ae ane Ta fore two incompetent Legislative Committees 
me aac H. Sur with no constitutional jurigdiction in the pre- 
il Sones . tam | 3 a mises whatever. 

: the |. The result of this system is precisely what 
might, have been expeeted. It amounts to an 
‘entire denial of justice. The Senate Committee 
of laims have taken the ground, in aundnimons 

that they are not bound to pay ‘any re- |’ 
was'| gard to the decisions of the Court of Claims, 
Te ‘con. py scape bee agree 
motion for Mr. ‘| exam | aE eepeplang 
pay Rey ‘an especial satisfaction and pride in 
calling upon Congress to “reject” them. 
Congress may. reject the bills which the Court 
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‘The favorable reports are sent to a: Committee 
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The Judicial Power Under the Consti- 


tation. 

We observe that in the House of Represen- 
tatives, on the last private-bill day, Mr. Tar- 
Lor, from the Committee of Claims, made re- 
ports in thirty-four cases adverse to the. judg- 


‘ments of the Court of Claims, in favor of the 


claimants.” These reports were referred to a 


“Committee of the whole House, with a minor- 
‘ity report from Mr. Davipsor, of Louisiana, 


which was ordered to be printed. Another 
judgment from’ the Court, and the eccompany- 


ing bill in favor of the claimant, were reported 


back to the Houge ‘by Mr. Tartor, with the 
recommendation that it be rejected. Three 
reports of the Court, adverse to the claimants, 
were considered in Committee of the Whole, 
and reported to the House, with a recommend- 


“ation of concurrence’ in the. reports of ‘the 


Court rejecting the claims: The recommend- 


‘ations of the Committee were adopted in 


every case. 
This is. what Congress considers ‘‘even- 
The adverse reports of the 


where, in the language of one of its members, 
you, want “law, equity, evidence and inspira- 
tion,” to getanything. Thirty-five adverse re- 
ports from the Committee, on the judgments 


of the Courts, and not one of its favorable re- 


ports’ adopted! Was. there ever: such a 
judicial cruz for poor suitors? Those whom, 
the Court decides against are executed in the 
House. Those whom the Court decides in fa- 
vor of are executed in the-Committee of 
Claims. itis amere difference in the mode 
of death—all are slain. 

The Constitution says that ‘‘the judicial 
power of the United States shall be vested ia 
one Supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts 
as the Congress may from time to time ordain 
and establish.” . The Constitution extends this 
judicial power to “controversies to which the 
United States shall be a party.” On the 24th: 
of February, 1855, Congress ordained and es- 
‘tablished @ “Court,” to consist of “three 
‘Todges,” with jurisdiction to “hear and deter- | 
mine all claims founded upon any law of Con- 
areca gen any regulation an executive 

t, or upon any contract, express or 

with the Government of the United 

F  Aidiaal Seomenametek by a pe- 

: filed therein ; and also all claims which 

may be referred. to said Court by either house 

of Congress.” “Now, if this tribunal has any 

legal and constitutional existence, it is a Court 

inferior to the Supreme Court, and vested with 

‘judicial power to hear and determine a certain 

class of controversies in which the United 

States is the party defendant. Congress has 

no constitutional authority to erect “ Courts” 

‘without: ‘‘ judicial. power,” and by the very 

terms of the act creating it, the power vested 

bn Sho. Ovaeh We Sons nes See ee 

Now, the language 

‘to the whole ea ‘pend 


judicial power in Courts. Congres’ may omit 
to create the tribunals which the 
directs it to ordain and establish, 
no help for the citizen. But when 


ordains and establishes a Court to determine 2’ the 


certain class of controversies, then that Court 
becomes by the Constitution itself vested with 
“judicial power,” and nothing less. 

The question, then, arises as to the power of 
Congress over a judgment of such a tri- 
bunal. The controversy before the Court has 
been.‘ determined” by a judicial sentence. 
It is res judicata. Congress has no appellate 
judicial power under the Constitution, and 
cannot vest one of its Committees with appel- 
late power to review the judgment of a Court, 

constitutionally ordained and established with 
judicial power to determine controversies. 
Congress can: the money 
to satisfy the ofthe Court, of 
hold it. as Go enpeene aa a debt 


e) at: ha =f / 
imperative upon Congress. port ee de | 


of Claims report for the relief of the suitor— 
but they cannot thereby cancel the judgments 


of the Court, or extinguish the indebtedness of 


the United States. Those judgments will stand 
—and the record-evidence of debt will stand— 


——— 
‘Kansas Affairs. ;, 

It is now stated that General Catnoom has 
decided upon giving the certificates of elec- 


tion to the Free-State members of the new | 


Kansas Legislature. Few persons will give. 


him any credit for honesty of purpose, even. 


in this act. His past conduct in the matter 
proves that some other motive than a desire 
to do right has prompted. him to take this 
course. He has known for the last month 
that the Free-State men were legally elected, 
and were entitled to the certificates. Yet he 
has withheld them, and has encouraged the 
belief that he intended to’ give them to their 
opponents. 

There can be little doubt that this sudden 
movement is the effect of fear. Signs indi- 
cate'the defeat of the Lecompton Constitution. 
It grows weaker and weaker, in Congress and 
in the country, every day. Senator Crarrrzn- 


_ DEN’s speech seems to have given a tremen- 


dousimpulse to the side of honesty and fair- 
dealing. The probability that it will decide the 
action of the Southern, Americans, apd that 


' they will vote against Lecompton, seems to 


have alarmed the  Administration—and this 
sudden decision of General Caxzoun is evi- 
dently the first result of their consternation. 
I} is hoped that some Democrats who ‘have 


hitherto opposed the scheme may vote for it, 


when they see that the Free-State men will 
have control of the Legislature, and can im- 
mediately take steps for changing the Consti- 
tution. 

‘If this‘had been done three weeks ago, it 
might have had the desired effect. But we 
sispect it has been postponed too long. The 
Southern men, whose action has been doubt- 
ful, wil] now be relieved from’ the only pres- 
sure which was likely to decide them in favor 
of Lecompton. So long as admission promis- 
ed to throw the State into Pro-Slavery hands, 
they would have found it very difficult to jus- 
tify a vote against it to their constituents. 
But now that the Free-State men are to take 
immediate possession of the State, elect two 
Freé-Soil Senators, and call a new Conven- 
vention forthwith, to abolish Slavery and. 
amend the Constitution, Southern Americans, 

me Southern Democrats, will find abun- 

grounds for resisting the admiasion of 
KansaS” under present auspices. They will 
regard their chance of retaining the Territory 
as far better while its Executive ‘authority 
emanates from Washington, than if its people 
are allowed to take their affairs into their own 


militia organization, under authority of the 


Territorial Legislature, is steadily proceeding, 
in spite of General Denver's proclamation of 
its illegality. As the main use of the militia 
will be for purposes of revolutionary self-de- 
fence, upon the adoption by Congress of the 
Lecompton. movement, its: technical legality 
is a matter of secondary consequence. An 
election was held on the 9th for delegates to 
the Constitutional Convention, called by the 
Territorial Legislature, for the 22d inst. 
The Pro-Slavery men did not vote. It is 
stated that from 8,000.to 10,000 votes were 
polled. Ifthe Lecompton Constitution is re 
jected, the meeting of this Convention will be 
the initial step for anew application for ad- 
mission to the Union. 


The Sumner Court-Martial. 
We have alréady stated that Col, Snare 
was acquitted by the Court-Martial upon ‘every 
of every charge preferred against 


on | him, It will be seen. by the Army Order, 
. Department disepproves of this finding of | 


and assigns sundry reasons 


The Seeretary of War quotes cases | 


to show that the mere form of the letter alleged 
to be a challenge, is not material: and that, 
if any officer is allowed without reprimand, 
to send to his superior such letters as those 
addressed by Col. Summer to Gen, Hagyer, 
there would be an end to military discipline. 
There is certainly great force and cogeney in 
this view of the case. 

The Court-Martial seems to have been gov- 
erned by strict technicalities, and decided the 
case accordingly. The War Department is not 
fettered by such restrictions, and acts upon the 
substantial merits of the case. Both are un- 
doubtedly right. 

It will be observed that, although the finding 
of this Court is disapproved, no new: one.j6 
ordered. Onthe contrary, Col. Sumunis dls 


4 ebarged from.-arrest, and ordered to le 
. pe aty with the Utah Army. 


Personally, there: 


years, but it still remains and goes on increas- 
ing by the addition of interest. 
Attempts have been repeatedly made to 


withdraw such deposits from the banks and 


place them under the direct control of the 


.geTu’s and Mr. Law’s—the one having in 


view the benefit of Common, Schools, and the 
other the completion of the Canals. . 

The principle involved is similar to that 
which governs in the case of escheated bonds. 
It is, above all things, to be hoped .that noth- 
ing may be done by careless legislation. to im- 
pair the safety of institutions in ‘which the 
ar inion ee an in- 


EE 
Bank Conspirators in England. 

The prompt punishment of the Directors of 
the Royal British Bank, at the head of whom 
was the notorious Huxruaer Brown, a mem- 
ber of Parliament, will doubtless have a very 
wholesome effect upon the commercial com- 
munity of Great Britain, though the degree of 
punishment awarded to the culprits may be 
considered very light for their offences. They 
were, in truth, greater criminals than Sir Joun 
Dray Paciand his partners, who were sen- 
tenced to fourteen years’ transportation. Three 
of the Directors of the Royal British Bank 
were sentenced by Lord Camrpgit to..one 


_ year’s imprisonment without labor, one to nine 
months’, one to six, arid one to three months’, 


while another was let off with the’ nominal 
punishment of a fine of one shilling. Thedis- 
grace, however; is the same in each case, and 
when they: come out of prison it will. not be 
to associate again with honorable men. Bank 
Directors will act, hereafter, in England, with 
more circumspection than they have done, 
and the public will not be so. liable & fraudu- 
lent moneyed institutions. 

if the Directora of the Royal Deak hell cote 
ducted their affairs in this country they would 
not have been punished for their rascalities ; 
they were entirely too, respectable a class of 
men to have had ‘anything to fear from our 
courts. Itis about thirty years since any’ di- 
rector of a money institution was punished in 
this City for the mismanagement, or an im- 
proper appropriation of the funds they were 
appointed to. protect and control. Yet there 
have been numerous failures of such institu- 
tions in which the conduct of the managers 
was quite as culpable as that of the Directors 
of the Royal British Bank. The last’ convic- 
tion for a conspiracy to defraud the public was 
about thirty years ago, when the directors of 
some four or five Wall-street institutions were 
indicted, and two or three were found guilty 
and sentenced to the Penitentiary. Among 
the men indicted. were Henry Ecxrorp, the 
tamous ship-builder, Jacos Barrer, General 
Swirz, and many others, of equal respectabil- 


“ity.<;But only two or three of the less -emi- 


nent were convicted. © The trials had their due 
effect; however, and the commercial charac- 
er of New-York was greatly improved by 

In:the cage of the Directors of the British 
Bank the guilt of the principal managers. was 
not doubted ; they made false representations 
as to the condition of the institution and used 
its funds for theirown private purposes. The 
public voice demanded their punishment, and 
the only complaint made is at the leniency of 
the Court. They were swindlers, of great res-: 
pectability, and if all such could but always be 
dealt with ina similar manner, it would be 
greatly for the good of the commercial com- 
munity every where. 


rr 

A Fiont 1 THE Asszemsiy.—Congress is not 
to enjoy a monopoly of the fighting. Yester- 
day, in the Assembly at Albany, two members 
from this City indulged themselves in a set-to. 
Mr. Deuayx struck Mr. Cuatrretp. Mr. Cuar- 
‘yreup took Mr. Detawr by the throat. By- 


-gtanders prevented Mr. Cuatrizip from strik-. 


ing Mr. Detany. But Mr. Caarrietp kept his 
hold with the tenacity of a bull-terrier, tilt. 
Mr, Dz.any grew black in the face! c 

Neither prose nor poetry could enhance the 
leffect of thisbeautiful record. The battle was 
an exciting affair—go the telegram says, and 
we cannot doubt it. And as twenty-eight 
‘days of the session remain, there is yet time 
fora good many fisticuffs. But would it not 
be well to repeal the law against prize — 
ing? 

Removat sy Apprsss.—In the ancient Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts judges are re- 
moved “by address.” That is tosay, both 
branches of the Legislature unite in an ad- 
dress requesting the Governor to remove a 
judge from office. This course of procedure 
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tention and been very extensively reviewed in the | : 
theological as well as scientific periodicals of the | : 


day. It is not our province 


as'to the merits.of the yr fg 


which it supports ;—but it is certainly marked by |’ 


| originality and ability of no common order.. 


SEER 
Tux Virtox or Watrine.—At the o of 
the present Imperial Parliament, the c¢ 


chroni- | 


cler of British affairs, gave one of its fanny car- Ste me 


toons illustrating the then condition of the party in 
defeat. ‘Two. shabbily dressed codgers, one of 


whom wore a coronet, and the other had the well- 


known curly locks which characterize. D1sRakt, 
stood loitering about the entrance to the House of 
Commons, when up comes Mr, Punch, in the dress 
of a policeman, and, raising his. baton, exclaims, 
“Come, now, what’s your iittle game?” To which 
Bendizzy, the codger with the curls, replies, “We 
are only waiting for, a party.” His companion with |. 
the coronet was Lord Dzrsy, ‘and they well repre- 
sented the déspérate condition of their party. The 
Victorious .Pam ‘had just taken a new lease. of 
power, backed up with a larger majority than any 
Minister had obtained since the passage of. the 
Reform bill, and nothing seemed so little likely as 
that the small party who were. “ waiting ” would 
supplant him within six years’ time: But it is only 
six months, and already DerBy and Bendizzy have 
taken his place, showing what virtie there is in 
quietly waiting. It is a good lesson for 
politicians, and shoald i teach them the them the folly..of 


chafing and’ fret 
says : “ They also rho oulyretigt ahd wale 
ae “ - 

Starz or tHe Rivers.—The Hudson is clear, 
and boats will commence running between this 
City and Albany to-day. 

The Missouri River has been navigable for a 
week or more ; the Illinois is open from its mouth 


to Peoria ; and the Mississippi as high as Burling- | 


be) 











onanism a, , at 
Hester-srtreet, a 


held. Verdict, “ suicide by t oe 
tation, it is supposed, induced @ 


rash act. 


stabbed in W: 


ton in Iowa. At Dubuque-and Fulton the ice-was'} ee 


starting on Monday, The upper Mississippi will 
remain closed some time longer. Lake Pepin sel- 
dom gets rid of its'ice before the middle of: April. 


(a 

Sea and Ship News. 

We learn from’ a 
terday afternoon, that the river is now o 
that place to this City. The river comme rising 
at Albany Wednesday morning, and at 10 P.M. the 
ice gave way and moved off without doing any dam- 
age: From this City to Hudson there ts scarcely any 
floating ice to be seen in the channel, and above that 
point s steamboat would not meet with any serious 
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eeteemed her Cigna 9 oe ne the last 
winter she suspended her trips thirteen weeks, in 
consequence of the ice. 

The.ice in the Connecticut has also received no- 
tice to quit; the Hartford Courant, of Wednesday, 
says: “ The prospects, yesterday, were that the river 
would soon be clear of ice. The ice commenced . 
moving opposite the city about 5 o’clock im the after- 
noon. The propeller Sachem is advertised to sail for 
New-York on Saturday next.” 

The steamer Empire State remained in the same 
position when last heard from yesterday. Her main 
deck at high water was submerged to the forward 
bulkhead, her forecastle deck being dry, All the freight 
has been received in the City ; by rolling it forward it 
was all kept dry, with the exception of a few cases of 
prints. Alderman Boazpman, formerly wreck-mas- 
ter, but now of the firm of B, Hotpzoox & Co, enginé 
builders, is engaged with Captain Bows, Under- 
writers’ agent, making arrangements for raising her. 
A barge load of oil casks has been sent down, ‘by the 
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aid of which, it is their opinion, she will be floated on; } © 


City and placed onthe Balance Dock. - 
{ithe celebrated bark Adrietie, Ceptain Duman.’ 
of Belfast, Maine, arrived, yesterday, at Savannah, 


The Adriatic sailed from Savannah in January, 1857, |. 


with a load of cotton for’ a’ French port in the Medi- 


terranean, oe ee ee ern 


Le 


screw steamship. 
| loss of that vessel by ac mig tyre ced 


‘Saturday. afternoon, when .she, will be towed.to-the |' core 


escaped from custody, and after stopping at Speasia | P 


for wood and water, oy for the United States, 
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for England, was seen. pm inst. by Captain |. 
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running alternately with the steamer Connecticut, 
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